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TOM ‘
GRAVENEY
RD'S

By Stephen Fay
Methuen, hb, 238pp, L1899

More than
just cricket

I APPROACHED this book with a degree
ol weariness: another book on Lord's
- there are almost as many as there
are books abour this summer’s Ashes
and one seemingly concentrating on
the tenure of Tom Graveney as MCC
president. expected a fairly routine tale
of the comings and goings in St John's
Wood. | am happy to admit that | was
very wide of the mark. although the title
does 1t a disservice: anyone approaching
the book may be forgiven tor imagining
a guided rour around Lord's conducred
by Graveney. He is. in fact, a pevipheral
figure: it is the array of behind-the-scenes
persomalities who are the heartbeat of
this hook,

Stephen Fay, the lormer editor ol
Wisden Cricket Monthly. has managed 1o
produce an entertaining and informative
account of a vear in the life at Lord’s.
Graveney's one-year reign gives the book
its frame. and he is a colouriul character
in his own right, but 1t is the daily
machinations of a multimillion-pound
business that really captivate.

Lord’s does so much more than just
stage cricket. MCC organises more than
A00 out-matehes against clubs and schouls
edch summer as well as high-profile
OVErSeas Lours to emerging countries. lts
role running world cricket might have
all but disappeared, but that has been
replaced with the imiportant one of
being the ambassadors and nurturers ol
the game,

It's the characters that provide the
colour, Fram the groundsman who would
prefer that people stayed ofl his pitches,
to the pride ol the man responsible tor
producing the members’ passes, 1o the
men who take more than 30,000 people o
vear on guided tours. All have their tales
o Lell, and 1o his credit, Fay gives them
the space 1o do so.

Graveney's time at Lord's dalso
cotncided with the beginning of the end
ol Roger Knight's time as secretary. Fay's
conversation with Knight is illuminating.
that he has now also assumed the title of
chiet executive highlights that MCC has
ceased to be a private members' club and
1s now a business. And perhaps there is an
element of regret over what has happened
when he says: “We talk about ericket oo
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llluminating presence: MCC artist
Karen Neale's illustrations of Lord's
- including this of the National
Village Cup final - add calour

litle There is o huge daniger we beconne
just a money-making machine”

The Dbook is illustrated with pen-and-
nk drawings by the talented Kaven Neale,
the MCC cricket artist this year While it
would have been tempting to use well-
worn photographs. Neale's vignettes
refreshing addition.

All in all, this book would appeal to
anyone with an interest in cnicket, all
the more so il they happen to be an MCL
member ora regular vissor to Lord's.
Perhaps we will all be a linle more
attentive to the details on our nest visu




